[Expertise in occupational health nursing (I). Report on a visit to US occupational health institutions].
As industries' structures have evolved and diversified recently, the framework of occupational health nursing has been expanded on multidisciplinary bases. On the occasion of the opening of the School of Health Sciences, University of Occupational and Environmental Health, Japan (UOEH), the author was given an opportunity to visit US administrations, academic institutions and some industries to investigate occupational medicine and health nursing in that country. And as the author took part in programming the 17th UOEH International Symposium on Occupational Health Nursing Expertise that took place at the campus of the University in October, 1997, these two events are reported in this paper. The first part of the report is on the visit to the US occupational health professionals including occupational health doctors, nurses, industrial hygienists and other staffs. They have perceived that there has never been more emphasis placed on the significance of occupational health services than in recent years, and that young students have become more interested in occupational health. The second report will be on the 17th UOEH International Symposium--Occupational Health Nursing Expertise--the next time.